PASSIVE VOICE KVARTETO

Focus: passive voice revision

Level: B1 (Pre-Intermediate) and up
Total time: approx. 20 minutes

Skills: speaking

Aids: the set of cards for every 3–4 students

How to use the activity

1. The teacher makes sure that the students know the rules of the well-known Czech card game called Kvarteto. If necessary the teacher explains.

2. Every group of 3–4 students gets a set of cut cards and deals them all.

3. The aim is to collect a group of 4 cards (kvarteto) – here the group consists of 4 versions of the same sentence in two tenses: present perfect (1 active and 1 passive sentence) and future (1 active and 1 passive sentence). For example if the student has the card I have written a book, he or she needs to get also the cards A book has been written, I will write a book, A book will be written.

4. The student whose turn it is tries to form grammatically correct sentences and ask his or her partners if they have the sentences.

5. If the students form a correct sentence and guesses the person who has the card, he/she must be given the card. However, if the student makes a mistake, he/she mustn’t be given the card. Next time, he/she has to try again.

6. When someone collects all four cards that go together (kvarteto), he/she put them on the table for everyone to see.

7. The game is over when all the kvartetoes are collected and nobody has cards in hand.

8. The winner is the student with the biggest number of kvartetoes.

Tip
The activity can be easily adjusted to the needs of various teachers. I used present perfect and future tenses but the sentences can be changed into past simple or continuous, past perfect or present tenses.
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