Teacher’s notes
Focus: Grammar practice of the passive voice connected with realia
Level: B1 (Pre-Intermediate) and up
Total time: approx. 20–25 minutes

Skills: writing, speaking
Aids: a copy of the hand-out for every student

How to use the activity
1. Every student receives a copy of the hand-out.

2. Students try to match people/places/things from the left column with those in the right column. 

3. Then, they try to make passive sentences using the 2 facts – e. g. if they match the USA and 1776, they make the sentence The USA was founded in 1776.
4. The activity can be made easier if the verbs that are supposed to be used in the sentences are written on the board and the students can choose the one they need.

5. The activity can be longer if the teacher wants to talk about the realia expressed in the sentences. The teacher can ask questions like What exactly happened on September 11?, Why was John Huss burnt?,  Why was Lincoln killed?, Do you know any other books by Dickens?, Have you read any?, etc.
Key
	English kings and queens
	Westminster Abbey

	the USA
	1776

	Alfred Nobel
	dynamite 

	Brazil
	bananas

	John Huss
	1415 

	St. Vitus Cathedral
	Petr Parléř

	Charles Dickens
	Oliver Twist 

	China
	rice 

	James Watson and Francis Crick
	DNA 

	Leonardo da Vinci
	the Mona Lisa painting 

	Pablo Picasso
	abstract paintings 

	Brussels
	the capital of the EU 

	Sir Isaac Newton
	the laws of Gravity 

	WW II
	the Allies

	Abraham Lincoln
	in the theatre

	the Wright brothers
	airplanes

	the Twin Towers
	11th September 2001

	Dutch
	the Netherlands

	America
	Amerigo Vespucci


Students might come up with the following sentences:
English kings and queens are/were crowned/buried in Westminster Abbey.
The USA was founded in 1776.

Dynamite was invented by A. Nobel.

Bananas are grown in Brazil.

John Huss was burnt/killed in 1415.

St. Vitus Cathedral was designed/built by P. Parléř.

Oliver Twist was written by Charles Dickens.

Rice is grown in China.

DNA was discovered by Watson and Crick.

The Mona Lisa was painted by da Vinci.

Abstract paintings were made/painted by Picasso.

Brussels was chosen as the capital of the EU.
The laws of Gravity were described by Newton.

WW II was won by the Allies.

Lincoln was killed in the theatre.

Firts airplanes were made/designed by the Wright brothers.

The Twin Towers were destroyed/attacked on 11th September 2001.

Dutch is spoken in the Netherlands.

America was named after Amerigo Vespucci.
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